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 Marine Wildlife Marine Wildlife 
SpottingSpotting  

Have you ever 
spotted a dolphin, 
turtle or basking 
shark at sea or dead 
on a beach, wondered 
what it was or 
whether it was 
important? Have you 
ever caught a species 
of ray or indeed a 
skate when fishing or 
seen a sunfish? Have 
you ever wanted to 
record what you saw 
on a scuba dive or 
trip to the beach?  

Wales BiodiversityWales Biodiversity  
Week 2003Week 2003  

C
on

tin
ue

d.
.. 

Octopus  Eledone cirrhosa © M. Jones 

Ray egg case © Shark Trust 

Japweed Sargassum muticum © M. Jones 

Honeycomb worm reef Sabellaria alveolata © P. Brazier 

Snakelocks anemone Anemonia viridis © P. Brazier 



MARINE WILDLIFE SPOTTING 
 

              There are  many initiatives now underway which involve the 
gathering of information on marine wildlife by enthusiastic individuals on a 
voluntary basis, either through organised surveys or casual observations. 
 

Most importantly, these reporting schemes don’t require years of 
identification training, lots of time or money. In some cases training is 
provided by a co-ordinating organisation in the form of identification prompt 
sheets or training courses. 
 

Many of these schemes have been established for years, and have been 
instrumental in providing essential basic information on the existence and 
distribution of marine wildlife in Welsh waters and elsewhere in the UK. 
Information gathered in this way has been extremely valuable: 
 

,  It directs more detailed future marine survey work. 
,  It provides information on species which are temporary visitors to 

our coast, and as such would not necessarily be recorded on organised 
surveys, e.g. basking sharks, killer whales ….. 

,  It provides information on marine wildlife which existing funding can’t 
facilitate. 

,  In some cases, it has stimulated management action. 
 
I’M INTERESTED, WHAT’S NEXT? 
 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT DIFFERENT SCHEMES LISTED OPPOSITE ……
SPREAD THE WORD …… KEEP A WATCH EYE OPEN FOR ANYTHING 
UNUSUAL …… MAYBE ORGANISE YOUR OWN SURVEY …… BE SAFE AND 
ENJOY YOURSELF ……AND FINALLY, REPORT YOUR FINDINGS! 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

,  website address of the co-ordinating organisation. (See table.) 
,  your Local Biodiversity Action Plan partnership. See www.ukbap.org.uk 

for details. 
,  Visit the Learning Zone on the MarLin website www.marlin.ac.uk  
     for information on marine issues,  marine life identification,  
     images and lots more! 
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